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Setting the Scene

It seems as if it were only yesterday that we were commemorating twenty five years of the signing of the CAMLR Convention in Valdivia in 2005. Ten years have passed and once again we come together to take stock of more than 30 years of work by the Commission and to exchange views regarding the future of CCAMLR and the challenges facing the conservation of Antarctic marine resources.

It is always a useful exercise to have a look at what we were aspiring to back in 1982 and compare it to the achievements we have reached over time on this singular journey we have made together. The Head of the Chilean delegation at the opening of the Canberra Conference stated (and I quote) “the conservation of marine Antarctic resources is an essential element of Chilean Antarctic Policy. This constant preoccupation, shared by the Consultative Parties of the Antarctic Treaty, has been reflected in the draft convention and constitutes the prime objective of the regime we aspire to establish. Within this context, we are pleased to see principles of conservation. We are convinced the inclusion of these principles will guide future activities in the area”. Our delegate was referring to the three principles enshrined in paragraph 3 of Article II, which have guided our efforts over the years.

35 years have passed and we have indeed managed to establish a robust, practical and efficient regime to protect and conserve Antarctic marine living resources, and which is internationally recognized for its precautionary approach. CCAMLR continues to be at the forefront of conservation of these resources. Nonetheless we must remain vigilant. There are a series of current and future challenges that must be addressed by the Commission. This Symposium offers a unique opportunity for you to address these issues in an informal setting, allowing delegates to exchange ideas and opinions in an open and transparent manner that perhaps a Commission meeting would not permit.

During two and a half days, you will be able to address key issues during six sessions that will cover the historical achievements of CCAMLR, the objectives of the Convention, ecosystem and area protection for managing CCAMLR fisheries, climate change, the working methods of the Scientific Committee and the Commission and finally, Challenges, response options and strategic priorities for CCAMLR.

To guide discussions we have asked several distinguished colleagues to make keynote presentations at the beginning of each session. We will have at least two presentations per topic that will capture the essence of issues to be discussed. We have also prepared a list of questions that was distributed beforehand and that we hope will also contribute to guide your deliberations. Some delegations have also prepared papers as contributions to the Symposium and these were distributed at the beginning of this meeting and can be found on the Symposium Website. In all, we expect that there will be no lack of ideas to be addressed.

Before leaving you to your discussions I would ask for your indulgence and adventure one reflection that you may or may not consider.

Our National Antarctic Policy, established the year 2000, states (I quote) “In the Southern Ocean we can identify a growing dilemma between the exploitation of living marine resources and the need for their conservation based on sound science and general political agreements.” Our Policy adds: “Strategic considerations regarding the management of renewable resources should be achieved, highlighting research aimed at supporting the conservation and rational use of resources protected by the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR).”

We believe that to be able to continue to be successful CCAMLR must have a clear vision of what it wishes to achieve over the next 5 to 10 years. Your work over the next three days may perhaps touch upon this issue. The Commission may wish to consider in the future elaborating a consensus based strategic document that will guide the work of the Commission and the Scientific Committee over the medium term.

Chile also believes such guidance would be beneficial to the overall work of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies. For this, though, we would need to have clarity with respect to the path we choose to embark on, as well as a certain understanding on how best to achieve the objectives of the Convention.

When setting the scene back in 2005, Chile indicated (and I quote) “Our celebration, in the full meaning of the concept, means not only that CCAMLR is vitally alive, in good standing, but also has the capacity and the inclination, always enshrined in a science-based organization, to critically review its past record, to take stock of its experience and confidently draw upon its energies towards the future.” These words still remain valid.

The presence today in Santiago of 16 Commission members, four observers and some fifty delegates confirms that there is a strong commitment of Parties to fulfilling the objectives of the Convention and to avoid deviating from the path we started out on more than three decades ago.

Finally I would like to thank Australia and the United States for co-organising this Symposium with Chile. This has effectively been a shared effort and we have invested much thought and time in bringing this meeting to life. Its success now lies with each and everyone’s determination to engage in our discussions.

I wish you success in your deliberations!

Thank you.
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